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Affairs of FRANCE: 


With Obfervations on Transactions-at Home. 


—— , CHhurhoay, May 24. 1705. 


Am forry the Occafion of the laft Review 

was fo preffing, as to oblige me to wafte 

the Reader’s Time, on, fo. Unpleafant a 
Subje& 5 .I always thought, the. Publick if 
ufed, when concern’d with Perfonal Debates. 

_ If the Géntleman who gave the Occafion, 
thinks this Difference peculiarly feafonable, his 
a bage is peculiar J believe alfo, but he is 
judge for himtif——_——- .. | 
Jam not fenfible of any juft Cauft given him 
for fo much Il] Nature 5 if I were, or if I can 
be convinced of it, I'll ask his Pardon - Freely 
and Publichly, and as Iam of Opinion, this 


_ Warmth ‘is kindled by fome that believe it for 


the Service of their Caufe, that thefe twe fhould 
Quarrel, fam refolv’d to be the laft that fhall 
gratifie them ; and tho’ I fee no need of it 
from any Doubts of the Arguments J bring, 
and my Innocence as to him, yet I make no 
Scruple to be thus the firft that Invites to Peace, 
and am ready to refer it to any Men of Senfe 
and Juftice, even of his own Choofing, whe- 
ther | have given him any juft Offence, and 
what Retribution thal] be made on either Side, in 
the mean time Declaring 1 do not know that 
I ever offered him the leaft Injury in my Life, 
but on the contrary, * have done him all the 
Offices of Friendthip I could. 

If Paffion and Folly prevail, and he is tempted 
to Wrath, 1 hall be forry, but I can bear_Re- 


ch ; let the Enemy Laugh and Rej 

ut it thall he ever him, and ne we a think, ft 
ought to ask the Reader’s Pardon. for the Di- 
prction already made, and affure.t Ider 
ign to give them na more Troubte of this fort, 
let the Provocatibns be what they will. 

My Subjeftis Peace, and however fome An 
gry People bave wrote mé Letters full of Gall, 
and Charge the Review with a pretence of Peace. 
only, and at the fame tisie Endeavouring te 
inflame the World ; I doubt not.to Convince. 
the World, I a& from another Princjple; and 
if I miftake not, fhall fill give DemonRrations 
by offering {uch a Scheme for Peace, as they 
cannot deny to be Effe@ual, if a Sides would 
but pur’ it in praBice. 

In my Purfuit of the moft Unaccountable 
Errors of aur Praétice, in the Eleétion of 
our Members to ferve in Parliament, I meet 
with fuch Variaus Scenes of Curruption, Fr- 
ror, Miftake, and Wilful Folly, that J hardly 
know how to pafs a Moderate Cenfure. 

It would take up more time, than the Com. 
afs of this Paper would allow in a whole 
ear, to Traverle the Ocean of our Nationa) 

Folly 5 and “twill be almoft as Difficult to Exae 
mine the Priociple, from which our People ac 
in the Countries, efpeciallyasto the Choice of 
their Members of Parliament. 
It would move aay Man of Thought, an 
Mo wha 


who thinks i¢ worth his while to Examine 
things, to Confider how Supinely our Country 
People go on inthe Road of Cuftom, how the 
Ignorant People, in the moft weighty and fig 
nificant part of their Lives, A& before they 
Think, do as they are bid, and futfer them- 
felves in their Politick Capacity, to be led 
Blindly, as Solomon’s Fool to the Correétion of 
the Stocks; how entirely Negligent they are 
as to Caufesand Confequences, and as to the 
Concern of Pofterity. 

Had our Forefathers aéted thus, we had had. 
no Liberties to have talk’d on 3 Free-born Er- 
glifh Men had been as incoherent a Jargon, as 
aTrue-born Englifh Manisnow, and our Jgno- 
rance of Liberty, might have otton’d for our 
Undervaluing ir, Cu@um might have fo Enur'd 
us to Bondage, that becoming Natural, we 
might have tound it Difficult to have Difcern’d 
the Difference between Freedom and Servitude, 
and the Defire of Liberty might be Expeéted to 
have lefs Influence upon us, when we knew !o 
hittle what it was. 

But as thingsare, the Blindnefs of the People 
is moft Prodigious and Unaccountable, and till 
the Englifh Nation are pleas’d to open their 
Eyes to their own jutt Liberty, and tu look into 
the Inconfiltency of their Aétions, till the Free- 
holders will forbear to be led by Perfons or Par~ 
ties, and to lec Civil Influences affeét them, and 
inform themfelves of the Truth of Matters, till 
they pleafe to Vote for Gentlemen to reprefent 
them from the real Judgment they can make of 
Perfons and Things, and not frum the other 
fordid Arguments of Intereft and Submifhon, 
till they pleafe to ceafe being Paifive in the great 
Affair of their Liberty, it will be impoffible 
they fhould be well repretented. 

As this Paper is writ to Enlighten the Stupid 
Underftandings of the Meaner and more 
Thoughtlefs of the Freeholders aad Eleétors, 
were it not that I might be fufpeéted of a Self- 
Interefted Defign, 1 would ufe fome Arguments 
to move thofe Gentlemen that have both Abi- 
ficy and Willto do their Country Service, to 
help the Country People to the fight of this 
Paper, and beftow a few grats# among them, 
if pofble to’ put them upon affuming the 
Power they have to help themfelves, and to 
prevent their refigaing their Privilege of a Free- 
dom of Votes, as an Appendix to their Farms, 
and make Voting for the Perfon, as feeming a 
Right, as Paying the Rent is a real one. 
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This Evil requires fome National Remed: i: 


be 


-at prefent, I do not pretend to be Wife enough ~ 
to prefcribe it ,but the readieft way I fee is this 
I take, to remind the Freeholders, that in Voting — 
for Parliament- Men, they ought to Examine — 
the Gharaéterand Abilities of the Perfon, and — 
not at all any Civil Relation they may ftand in — 


to them. 


How ftrangely has Cuftom rooted this Pra. 
&tice in the Heads of the People of England 2 


How Univerfally do Tenants Vote for Land. 
lords, the Clerk for the, Juftice, the Copy. 
holders ‘for the Lord of the Mannor, the Ale- 
houfe-keeper for the Drunkard, the Workman 
for the Employer, the Servant for the Mafter; 
whereas the Vote for a Member of Parliamenr 
is annex’d to the Freehold unly, and is no Sup- 
plement toany of thefe other Contraéts or Re- 
lations. é 

How Innocently, and in the Simplicity of 
their Hearts do the Poor mifguided People fol- 
low the Clergy ? The Parith Vote with the 
Parfon, the People ignorantly concluding, that 
he who is, or ought to be fit tu guide them to 
Hzaven, may be fuppofed the belt Judge, who 
is titteft to Direé&t them in Choofing Members, 
which at firft it is none of their Bufinefs, fo, 
which is worfe too, many of them are led by 
Private Intereft, Prejudice, or Corruption, to 
Betray the Church and Mifguide the People. 
But of this by it felf. 

Thus the Figure Men make, Commands their 
Neighbours, and the Poor Man goes as the 
Rich Man leads, lec the Principle, the Morals, 
ess, and Deliga of the Perfon, be what they 
will. 

There was indeed, in former time, another 
fort of Excefs, which too much Influenc’d the 
Englifo Electors, and this was Drunkennefs, 
Foaling and = manner n, Riot, this grew 

otorious, and its own Pidture Expos’d j 
to an A& of Parliament. ee 

I know it has been faid, the Gentlemen were 
led to fupprefs this Grievance from their being. 
weary of the Expence, tho” this be, it’s confe's'd, 
a hard Cenfure, yet there may be too much 
ground forit, fince, inthofe Days, it has been 
frequent fur Gentlemen to {pend Great Eftates, 
and ruine their Families, to get intothe Huufe 
of Commons ; of which, the Families of 


mM 221d Dmmmmmery are very M 
Examples, Yeo 


This 


pat pues 


Ay 


his Pragtice, ’tistrue, has been Damn'd by — Should that bleffed time come, when the 


-vade its force, and fuch Shiftings to gratifie the 
_ Vices of the People, iti order to Viciate their 
Principles, and Debauch them into Voting, as 
they fhall be guided, chat che End of that A@ 
feems to be Effe@tually loft and funk, and the 
_. very part Enatted agaiaft, carry’d on only un- 
er ttricler Management,with fome reftraint of 
_ Method, and perhaps with a more fatal Efficacy 
_ than before 
__ Butthis Dependance in Civil A ffiirs extend- 
_ ing to an Obligation of Voting, is not at all 
_ Reachd by the Aét of Parliament, tho’ the 


_ Prattife is noc at ail lefS Fatal or Unreafon- 


_ able. 

“s If { Renta Man’s Land, I Pay him forit, and 
_ the Landlord is as much beholden to the Te- 
_-Mant, as the Tenant to the Landlord; if the 
_ Landlord makes my Leafe the more advantage- 
ous to me, becaule 1 fhould Vote for him, that 
is Bribery in the higheft and moft Dangerous 
Degree, becaufe the moft Difficult to come at 
by Law; if Iave no Advantage but what I 
pay for, I have no Obligation. 

Why then, becaufe I Rent a Man’s Land, 
which I pay him for, he muft(right or wrong) 
be thoughe fic to guard my Liberties, unle{s 
his other Qualifications recommend him, 1 
cannot imagine: If the Renting of Land obliges 
the Tenant, then ’tis the Number of Tenants 
a Man has, not his own Merit which recom- 
mends him to the Free-holders ; and a Rich 
Blockhead, muft be the beft Reprefentative. 

This Byafs of Principle, is the true Reafon, 

hy in fome Towns in England, it can hardly 
be call’d an Eleétion-of Members; the Corpo- 
sation is {mall, the Eleétors few and Poor ; 
ene Mar comes and Buys the Lordfhip, and 
Ket him be whac he will, he is {ure to be fent to 
Parliament ; nay, Lordfhips and Mannors are 
frequently fold with this Appendix, likean Im- 
propriation, and the Prizes are accordingly. 

Bramber in Suffex, Caftle-Rifing in Norfolk, 
Garton and Bleechingly in Surrey, Marlow in 
Buckingbamfbire, and a great Number of like 


Places in England, are plain Inftances of this 5; 


and as this is an Evil not to be redrels'd by the 
Courfe of Fhings, the only prefent Remedy is, 
to open the Peoples Eyes, and let them know, 
that in Matters of Elegtion, they are Entirely 
Independent and free, and ought as foon to fell 
their Children as their Voices 


Parliament, but we fee fuch Pains taken toE- Ch 


arters of thofe Corporations which kave 
funk in the Ruines of Time, thal! fink’ wich’ 
them 5 and as they were given to the Pedple; 
fhall follow the People, and be-Traafpofed to 
thofe Modern more Populous and Confiderable 
Towns, which. have rifen fince, then the Num 
her of Electors will of courfe tink a great many 
of thefe things with ir. 

Were ic not for chis Monopolizing of Votes, 
Commanding and Managing of Burroughs, 
Gentlemen of the 134, 1 am of the Opiajon, 
very few of you would get into the Hoafe: 
But {peak now of Sir F#-— or SirE or 
Sir T. and ask whether he gets in, or po? 
Get in, fays the Aniwer, why who can fet up a- 
gainft bim, the Town is all bis own? Why allow 
that Gentlemen, if he be not a Man fit to ferve, 
they ought not to Choofe him for all that. 

However my Oodfervation from hence, lies 
thus againft the Arguments, with which we are: 
now Bully’d by fome People, viz. That mofhof 
you will be Chofen again. . 

He may well be Chofen, where no Body op» 
pofes, or but faintly, as at Marlow, Hartford, 
Warwick, Tetnefs, Mtlden, Gatton, &c. But 
even from this Truth, the Gentlemen may, if 
they pleafe obferve, that excepting this. Error. 
in our Conftitution, this Tacking Affair -would 
have been a Terrible Blow to the Party}: and ‘fo 
few would have Pe return’d again ‘intd: the 
Houfe, as would haVe left an Eternal Brand of 
Infamy upom the very Name of a Tacker, Con- 
firm’d by the General Affent of the People of 
England, and left as a Monument of their Re- 
fentment to their Pofterity. 

Another Obfervation you might make, if 
you pleafe to look into the Gircumftances of 
Eleétions, which would give you fome very 
ufeful Speculations, viz. feveral of.thefe Gen- 
tlemen Tackers, that areReturn’d for the next 
Parliament, are got in with Unufual Difficul- 
ties ; their old riveted Intereft appears Shaken 
and Tottering, others are put to fhifting, and 
are preparing Work for the Committees of 
Ele&tions, and perhaps for the Sergeant ao. 
Arms. 

Thole shat are fairly Chofen, find.they cart 
‘it by far lefs Majority of Voices than Qfual, an 
Where they us’d to carry all betore them, they 
find a Knight of the Shire for the County of 
Hertford, carry it but by a very few Voieés. 
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. Thefeare Notes, fram which, to avoid refle- 
Bing, the Gentlemen may gbferve, that really, 
this Tacking has loft them, a great deal of 
Ground, that they have given a great Shock to 
fhe Opinion the People had of them; aad if 
bid have loft fo mucb Ground in one Parlia- 
ment, one more may tofs theni quite out. 
HE, Courteous Reader is detir’d to Cor- 
rect the following Errors in our laft ; 
P. 134. col. 2.1 41. read Solunartans, p- 135» 
cal. 1.1. 9.read Solunariams.. 


\ . 


\ £ E. is detir'd to give Notice, how a 
Lsteer Maybe Direfted tobim, 

- Gentleman who fent the Author an Angry 
Letter, Sign’d R. 5. is defir’d to call at 
Mr. Martbews’s for an Anfwer. | : 

Hefe are to give Notice, That the Advice 

~ foom the Scandal Club, will be Publifhed 
ina Paper, by itfelf, as has been already noted, 
and will, begin the Second of Fume next; in 
which the maoy Letters Unaniwer'd will be 
Confider’d of, we hope to Satistatiion. 

Hereas a Propofal has been made by the Au- 
W thor of this’ Paper, for Subfcriptions to a 
Book in Folio, Entitled, Jure Divino; or, ASs- 
tyr wpon Tyranny and Paffive Obedience, To which, 
abundance of Gentlemen having long fince Sub- 
feib'd,: aisd the Timae feeming long for its com~ 
ing owt,-fome yery Good Reaions having obliged 
the Author to puta ftop toit. 

. Thefe are to give Notice, That the faid Book 
is now in the Prefs, and fhajf go on to be Printed 
With-all Expedition: And for the further Satif- 
faction: of the seed ie bh the Sheets: may be feen 
every Day by any that/pleafe to give themfelves 
that Trouble, at Mr. J. Matthews, as they come 
out of the Prefs. ee 

All-ehoie Gentlemen, who have Collected Sub: 
{criptions for this Rook, are Nefir’d to fend in an 
Account‘of what Number they have taken, there 
being no more to be Pririted, than fhall be given 


Pay'the Subf{tription Money to Mr. Matthews in 
Pilk-ugiod Court, Little Brissin, Receipts will be given 
there for it. 
ga? | BiptiRtean: (different From all 
eshers yer puldifh’d) fyr a Perpetual Afu- 
rence Office: Wherein either S E X may Subfcribe, 
and by Paying 6!, per Annum, fecure an equal Di- 
vidend of tooool, at their Deaths, which in all 
panes er seect amount to lefs than ,00Pounds, 
ra much greazer Sum, toany Perfon they fhall 
Nathe b:fides 24. out of every 61. which thty 


Gentleman, who fent a Letter, Sign’d yi) and to his Subfeription, or nok. 


if they pleafe, to’ 


shall hayg Paid, together with other 

(during Listy Ghict-wlll sedubeeerey 
Yearly. Payment tolefs than gos. Subir 
are taken, and Propofals at large given gra ! 
FJ. Matthews a Printer, and Mr. J. ey in : 
tle-Brittain ; Mr. Barnes, in Pall-Mall ; Mr. Nure, — 
near Stationers-Hall ; Mr. Strahan and Mr. Davig — 
in Cornhill, Mr.Hurtley, Mr. Hodgfon’s in"Holborn ; 
Mr. Barker in Weftminiter-Hall ; and Mr, Cox, at 
Temple-Bar, Bookfellers. ( ,*, Note, Tht ne 
Money is t0 be Paid, sill the Society be full, and Sccum 
rity given.) Againft which, if any Subfcriber 
thall object, he shall be at Liberty, whether he 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


HE Royal Effence for rhe Huir of the 
Head and Perriwigs,being the mof delicate — 

and charraing Perfume in Nature,and the greateft 
Preferver of Hairin the World, forit keeps that 
of Perriwigs (a much longer time than ufual ) in 
the Curl, and fair Hair from fading or changing 
colour, makes the Hair of the Head grow thick, 
ftrengthens and confirms its Roots,and cfie&uall 
prevents it from falling of or {plitting at the 
ends,makes the Powder continue in all Hair longer 
than it poflibly will, by the ufe of any other thing. 
By its incomparable Odour and Fragancy it 
itrengthens the Brain, revives the Spirits, quickens 
the Memory. and makes the Heart chearful, never 
raifes the Vapours in Ladies,@c, being wholly free 
from ( and abundantly more delighttul and plea- 
fantthan ) Musk, Civet, &c.’Tis indeed an un. 
aralled fine Scent for the P and perfumes 
andkerchiefs, ¢c, excellently. To be had only 
at Mr. Allcrafts, a Toy fhop at the Blue-Coat Boy 
againft the Royal Exchange in Cornhill. Sealed up, at 
25. 6d. a Bottle with Directions. 


THE Volatile Aromatick-Salt for the Pocker, 
of amoft hae sha Wholfome. and Dura- 
ble Scent, wholly free from Musk, Civet, or an 
pg offenfive to the Brain, and fo extraordina- 
ry Pleafant, Reviving, and Comforting, that 
nothing in Nature is more Excellent and Agrce- 
able in Head-achs, Giddinefs, Drow finefs, “Va- 
Fainting Fits and the like; its Scent is fo 
efrefthmg, Enlivening, and Quickning, that all 
Perfons who have us’d 1t, admire the fame. Sold 
only by Mr. Varennes a Bookfeller, at Sencca’s- 
Head near Somerfet-houfe in the Strand ; and 
John Turney’s at the Rainbow Coffec-houfe ia 
Cornhill.: Price 1 s. the Bottle with Directions. 
. Juft Publith’d, 
TH Confitelstor ; or, Memoirs of fundryTranf 
actions in the World 1m the Moom: Ky a Native 
of that Climate. Tranflated from the Lunar. 


Language, by the Author of ibe Trmetorw Engh 
Man, 


MDCCY. 
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